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Warm holiday wishes  
from the Ann Arbor Observer!  

Shop local this year, and support  
our downtown and around town  

businesses and find the perfect gif t  
for everyone on your list. Enjoy the  

variety of events, live shows, and  
services of fered for all ages  

throughout the month  
of December. 

17
YEARS

https://oconnorhearing.com
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16 Hands
From their humble beginnings with eight artists on West 
Washington Street in 1975, 16 Hands has come a long way in three 
locations to land in Kerrytown! A lot has changed in 50 years but their 
focus is still on mentoring and supporting artists/makers and finding 
exciting creative work for the community to enjoy. They are leaning more 
into being a shoppe than a gallery now, with exceptional handcrafted gifts 
you simply won’t find anywhere else. Jewelry and fashion accessories are 
highlighted, along with home and garden decor, beautiful entertaining 
essentials, creative supplies and kits, and fun smaller treasures like air plants, 
candles, and greeting cards. 16 Hands thrives because of the creative 
expressions of hundreds of makers and artists, a supportive community, 
a focus on buying local, and business practices that celebrate diversity, 
sustainability, and kindness. Happy 50th Anniversary, 16 Hands!
407 N. Fifth Ave., Ann Arbor 
(734) 761–1110 • 16handsannarbor.com

313 Presents  
‘Twas the Night Before… by Cirque du Soleil is an exhilarating spin on 
the beloved Christmas classic as only Cirque du Soleil could imagine. Join 
Isabella, a curious girl jaded by the craze surrounding Christmas, as she is 
whisked away to an upside-down, inside-out world of the poem where she 
meets colorful characters of this timeless classic. Cirque du Soleil’s first-ever 
Christmas show, ‘Twas the Night Before... is a flurry of love, Christmas cheer, 
rip-roaring fun and hugely lovable characters that will become a new 
tradition for families to cherish. Tickets on sale now at 313presents.com!
Fox Theatre—December 20–31 
On sale now at 313presents.com and ticketmaster.com 
313presents.com/events/detail/twas-the-night-before-by-cirque-du-soleil

hristmas at
estminster

Westminster PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
1500 Scio Church Rd, Ann Arbor | westpresa2.org

https://www.cherryrepublic.com
http://westpresa2.org
https://www.16handsannarbor.com
https://www.313presents.com/events/detail/twas-the-night-before-by-cirque-du-soleil
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Abracadabra 
For 50 years, family-owned Abracadabra Jewelry and Gem Gallery has 
been an Ann Arbor source for beautiful and unique jewelry. Explore the 
curated collections from local artists, national designers, and fair-trade 
jewelry from around the world and find a piece that speaks to you this 
holiday. Ethical gemstones and diamonds are offered, as well as recycled 
metals in all price points for every shopper. Abracadabra offers on-site 
jewelry repair, vintage restoration, and custom design.
205 E. Liberty St., Ann Arbor 
(734) 994–4848 • abragem.com

Ann Arbor Baptist Church 
Get in the Christmas spirit and experience the holiday lights with Ann 
Arbor Baptist Church! All are welcome to drive through their massive 
light display featuring 25-foot lit trees, lighted tunnel, decorated building, 
live nativity, and much more!  Enjoy a free cookie and hot chocolate on 
your way to a mini movie showing on their big screen. This is a completely 
free event! Total experience time is 20–30 minutes. For more information, 
visit aabaptist.church.
Event dates: Dec 12–15, 6 p.m.–8 p.m.  
2150 S. Wagner Rd., Ann Arbor 
Enter southbound —right turn only 
(734) 995–5144 • aabaptist.church

Ann Arbor Hands-On Museum 
Create moments of discovery that inspire curiosity and exploration at the 
Ann Arbor Hands-On Museum! Located in downtown Ann Arbor, the 
Ann Arbor Hands-On Museum features over 250 different and exciting 
exhibits for enjoyment. Get hands-on this holiday season with daily musical 
performances and activities. Consider giving the gift of experience with 
a yearlong membership, which includes free every day admission to the 
museum.
220 E. Ann St., Ann Arbor 
(734) 995–5439 • discoverscienceandnature.org

Ann Arbor Youth Chorale 
Celebrate the sounds of the season with the Ann Arbor Youth Chorale! 
A cultural presence in Ann Arbor since 1987, this premier children’s 
chorus has provided excellent and affordable choral training to a diverse 
group of talented children in a safe and inclusive environment. Please join 
them for the annual Winter Concert at 3 p.m. on December 8 at First 
Presbyterian Church of Ann Arbor. Tickets are available at the door, or 
at annarboryouthchorale.org.
Concert venue:  
First Presbyterian Church of Ann Arbor  
1432 Washtenaw Ave. , Ann Arbor

Peppermint Brownie Fudge 
Milkshake and Handmade 
Peppermint Bark

LIMITED TIME!

https://www.trinitya2.org
http://milkshakefactory.com
https://www.movewellness.com
https://abragem.com
https://www.aabaptist.church
https://discoverscienceandnature.org
https://www.annarboryouthchorale.org
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Arbor Teas
Arbor Teas is a family-owned organic tea company based in Ann Arbor, 
Michigan since 2004. Their daily mission is to find the world’s most fantastic 
organic teas & herbs and deliver them to their customers as sustainably as 
possible. In addition to a carefully curated catalog of over 100 organic teas 
and herbs, they offer teapots, infusers, Michigan-made matcha bowls and 
mugs (Swallowtail Pottery and Grayling Ceramics), as well as gift sets and 
tea samplers. Arbor Teas offers free delivery in the City of Ann Arbor every 
Friday, and free pickup at their warehouse on North Main Street! They also 
ship throughout the U.S.
1342 N. Main St., Ann Arbor 
(734) 994–7698 • arborteas.com

Base Camp Restaurant 
Base Camp Restaurant is a culinary venture dedicated to bringing 
the flavors of the Himalayas to the vibrant Ann Arbor community. The 
restaurant’s name, “Base Camp,” reflects the owner’s connection to the 
region, having participated in many Everest expeditions. The Sherpa family, 
led by a seven-time Everest summiteer and skilled chef, established Base 
Camp Restaurant to share the rich culinary traditions of Nepal, India, Tibet, 
and Bhutan. With over a decade of culinary expertise, the restaurant aims to 
provide an authentic dining experience, blending flavors and warm hospitality 
to transport guests to the serene foothills of the majestic Himalayas.
5060 Jackson Rd., Ann Arbor 
(734) 882–2882 • basecampa2.com

presents

Friday, Dec. 6 & 
Saturday, Dec. 7 

Power Center for 
the Performing Arts
Ann Arbor

TICKETS ON SALE NOW 
SCAN TO PURCHASE

The Nutcracker

https://mutotix.umich.edu/overview/5186?queueittoken=e_commencement2023~q_00000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000000~ts_1733245585~ce_true~rt_disabled~h_72f06285ce40e726a270568bf4691a50b7874acf57657e9b064fc358a3a9e32a
https://www.313presents.com/events/detail/twas-the-night-before-by-cirque-du-soleil
https://www.fumc-a2.org
https://www.arborteas.com
http://basecampa2.com
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The Big House: Fielding H. Yost and the Building of  
Michigan Stadium, by Robert M. Soderstrom  
Experience the amazing story of how the greatest stadium in America 
came to be! The Big House: Fielding H. Yost and the Building of 
Michigan Stadium by Robert M. Soderstrom explores Yost winning 4 
Big Ten titles in 5 years, and Michigan beating Ohio State a record 6 years in 
a row. Also included, the best team Yost said he ever had, and the history 
of Michigan’s only two-time All-American quarterback, Benny Friedman. 
All this, plus the in-depth story of Yost building the greatest stadium in 
America. A perfect gift for Michigan fans and history buffs alike!
Available at Schuler Books

butter
Shop Ann Arbor and Berkley’s finest craft cannabis products at butter, 
where people and plants are better together! butter is a cannabis lifestyle 
brand, founded and rooted in Michigan. Their mission is to build a better 
world, and they do so by working with local organizations and giving back 
to the community. butter focuses on high-quality products, including 
pre-rolls, jarred flower, edibles, and spreadables. When you shop at butter, 
you can expect great products and even better deals.

509 State Cir., Ann Arbor 
(734) 385–7880 • butterworld.com

Cherry Republic 
Cherry Republic celebrates Michigan’s Montmorency tart cherry through 
its 200+ cherry-based products including chocolate-covered cherries, 
BBQ sauces, jams, jellies, salsas, nut mixes, ice cream toppings, baked 
goods, condiments, soda pop, cherry wine, and cherry beer. The company 
employs approximately 140 year-round workers and has retail stores in 
Glen Arbor, Traverse City, Holland, Frankenmuth, Charlevoix, and their 
newly renovated Ann Arbor location. Since its inception in 1989, the 
company has donated $2 million to nonprofits that positively impact the 
environment and communities throughout Michigan.
223 S. Main St., Ann Arbor 
(734) 585–5231 • cherryrepublic.com   

Student, Adult, Senior, Group Rates
Tickets: muto.umich.edu 

 Info: umgass.org

December 5, 6, 7 at 8pm
December 7, 8 at 2pm

Lydia Mendelssohn Theatre
Ann Arbor

The University of Michigan 
Gilbert & Sullivan Society 

presents

https://www.umgass.org
https://discoverscienceandnature.org
https://samhilla2.com
http://butterworld.com
https://www.cherryrepublic.com
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Crazy Wisdom
Crazy Wisdom Bookstore, a beloved Ann Arbor institution for 
over 30 years, is the go-to destination for exploring alternative 
spiritual practices, furthering spiritual development, natural medicine, 
sustainability, psychology, and consciousness, in the form of 
meaningful books, treasures, and more. You will also find a unique selection 
of jewelry, crystals, candles, incense, statues, and other beautiful gifts from 
around the world. The second floor, formerly home to the Tea Room, 
has been extensively renovated and now features the Celestial Lounge, 
an art gallery, and a meeting room. This reimagined space, Upstairs at 
Crazy Wisdom, opened in June! Their calendar listings include monthly 
author talks, a salon series, classes, and live music Fridays. The meeting 
room is available for rent for workshops, group meetings, book clubs, and 
more! Both the community and musicians are thrilled to fill this intimate 
space once again with conversation, connection, and music.
114 S. Main St., Ann Arbor 
(734) 665–2757 • crazywisdom.net  

The Encore Theatre 
The Encore Theatre, Southeast Michigan’s premier professional musical 
theatre, invites you to experience the heartwarming classic Annie, running 
December 5–January 12. This timeless Tony Award–winning musical is the 
perfect holiday outing, following the fearless young orphan Annie as she 
wins over billionaire Oliver Warbucks and sets out to find her true family. 
With beloved songs like “Tomorrow” and “It’s the Hard-Knock Life,” Annie is 
a joy for all ages and a must-see this season! Special sensory-friendly 
performance on December 12 at 3 p.m.; call the box office for tickets. For a 
thoughtful gift, pick up Encore gift certificates, and give the gift of theater to 
someone special. Tickets start at $28 for children 12 and under. Full season 
details and tickets at theencoretheatre.org.
7714 Ann Arbor St., Dexter 
(734) 268 –6200 • theencoretheatre.org   

GRIPPING 
BOOK

On Sale Now

G I V I N G  I T  A L L  A W A Y
T H E  S T O RY  O F  W I L L I A M  W.  C O O K  H I S

MICHIGAN LAW QUADRANGLE

M A R G A R E T  A .  L E A R Y

Now available at Schuler Books
in Westgate Shopping Center 
$25

Great gift for Law Quad and
local history fans, and Cookies

Generations of 
Michigan Law grads 
have passed on myths 
about their generous but 
eccentric benefactor . . . 
Now Margaret Leary has 
given us the real story, 
and it reads like a 
gripping whodunit.

Theodore J. St. Antoine, James E. and 
Sarah A. Degan Professor Emeritus of 
Law and Past Dean, University of 
Michigan Law School

GIVING IT ALL AWAY
The Story of William W. Cook and His 
Michigan Law Quadrangle 
BY MARGARET A. LEARY

Ann Arbor, 2011, 304 pages, $25

Winter
Concert

December 8, 2024 - 3:00 p.m.
First Presbyterian Church of Ann Arbor

1432 Washtenaw Avenue

Tickets are available at www.a2yc.org
or at the door

http://randazzodance.com
https://www.annarboryouthchorale.org
http://crazywisdom.net
https://theencoretheatre.org
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First Presbyterian Church  
All are welcome to celebrate Christmas at First Presbyterian Church 
of Ann Arbor! Join them every Sunday in December at 8:30, 9:30, 
& 11:30 a.m. Holiday events and services are offered throughout the 
month of December, including the Nativity Service December 8 at 9:30 
a.m., Christmas Concert December 15 at 4 p.m., Longest Night Service 
December 18 at 7 p.m., and Christmas Eve Services December 24 at 5, 7, 
and 11 p.m. 
1432 Washtenaw Ave., Ann Arbor 
(734) 662–4466 • firstpresbyterian.org  

First United Methodist Church of Ann Arbor 
No matter where you are on your faith journey, or how you worship, First 
United Methodist Church of Ann Arbor welcomes you to celebrate 
Christmas with them. There are many ways to celebrate on Christmas Eve: 
Green Wood at 5 p.m. or downtown at 5 p.m., 7:30 p.m., or 10 p.m. The 7:30 
p.m. service will be livestreamed on YouTube @FUMCAnnArbor.
Green Wood: 1001 Green Rd., Ann Arbor 
Downtown: 120 S. State St., Ann Arbor 
(734) 662–4536 • fumc-a2.org

Found 
Looking for a festive holiday shopping destination? Check out FOUND in 
Kerrytown! For nearly 20 years, their team has layered in creative holiday 
decor for the seven weeks leading up to Christmas. This year’s collection 
includes woodland critters, Scandi sage-and-cream felt trees, a painting 
polar bear, colorful robot ornaments, and knitting kittens. Find a creative 
selection of home and holiday decor, work by local makers, candles, cards, 
art supplies, and fun surprises for everyone on your list.
Located in Kerrytown Market & Shops: 415 N. Fifth Ave., Ann Arbor 
(734) 302–3060 • foundgallery.com

http://basecampa2.com
https://www.aabaptist.church
https://www.firstpresbyterian.org
https://www.fumc-a2.org
https://foundgallery.com
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The Amazing Story of How  
the Greatest Stadium in America came to be.

“I love this book and think you will too.” -Lloyd Carr

Exclusively available at Schuler Books

https://www.firstpresbyterian.org
https://my-site-109674-104618.square.site
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Giving It All Away: The Story of William W. Cook and His 
Michigan Law Quadrangle, by Margaret A. Leary   
If you’re searching for a unique gift for Law Quad and local history fans, 
U-M alums, or Cookies, Giving It All Away: The Story of William W. 
Cook and His Michigan Law Quadrangle by Margaret A. Leary is 
sure to please. Leary tells the story of William W. Cook, born in 1858 and 
a graduate of the University of Michigan Law School. After making his 
fortune, Cook donated one of the finest facilities of any existing law school 
to U-M, and resources for the law school to engage in groundbreaking legal 
research. His generosity proved controversial, and eventually very litigious. 
Leary brings William W. Cook’s story to life in this gripping book on sale 
now for $25. 
Available at: Schuler Books, 2513 Jackson Ave., Ann Arbor 
(734) 662–0600 and amazon.com

Green Things Farm Collective
Green Things Farm Collective has over 40 years of diverse farming 
experience made possible by the innovation and inspired vision of 
passionate local farmers. With the belief that the whole is truly greater than 
the sum of its parts, Green Things Farm Collective practices small-scale 
regenerative farming to grow great food for the community. Their organic 
vegetables and flowers can be found seasonally at various local outlets such 
as Kerrytown Market, Farmington Market, Argus Farm Stop, and their farm 
stand. Visit greenthingsfarm.com for more information.
3825 Nixon Rd., Ann Arbor

The Guild of Artists & Artisans x Gutman Gallery 
The Guild of Artists & Artisans presents the fourth annual Holiday Artist 
Market in the Gutman Gallery. The market runs November 15–December 
21, and highlights a wide variety of artist-made giftable works from 85+ 
artists. The gallery offers Artist Trunk Shows on Saturdays, gift-making 
workshops led by artists, and other holiday promotions and festive events 
throughout the holiday season! Shop in-store Tuesday–Saturday from 
11 a.m.–5 p.m., or online 24/7 at shopgutmangallery.com. Follow along 
on IG and FB @GutmanGallery for Holiday Artist Market updates and 
information!
Gutman Gallery: 118 N. Fourth Ave., Ann Arbor  
(734) 662–3382 • shopgutmangallery.com

300 S Maple Rd., Ann Arbor  

734.994.5111  |  LewisJewelers.com

Curbside pickup and virtual shopping 
appointments are available! See our website 

for extended holiday hours.

Scan the code to shop countless ideas 
in our 2024 Holiday Lookbook.

https://www.lewisjewelers.com
https://my-site-109674-104618.square.site
http://greenthingsfarm.com
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Holiday’s Restaurant 
Where every day is a holiday! At Holiday’s Restaurant, they offer a “feels 
like a home” experience that you’ll want to enjoy again and again. From 
fluffy and delicious omelets, to mouthwatering burgers, to slow-roasted 
turkey dinners with real mashed potatoes and cranberry sauce, you’re sure 
to find something you love. Join them for a hearty home-cooked meal, or 
schedule a delivery, curbside, or takeout.
2080 W. Stadium Blvd., Ann Arbor 
(734) 668–1292 • holidaysrestaurant.com

iBallet Studio 
The Nutcracker presented by iBallet returns to the Power Center for 
Performing Arts in Ann Arbor with three performances this holiday season: 
Friday, December 6 at 7 p.m., and Saturday, December 7 at 1 p.m. and 5 p.m. 
Immerse yourself in Clara’s magical world of toy soldiers, sleigh rides, and 
sugarplums in this timeless holiday classic for all ages, featuring professional 
dancers from Bolshoi Theatre, Philadelphia Ballet, and Washington Ballet. 
Tickets are on sale now; scan to purchase using the QR in the December 
ad, or at: mutotix.umich.edu/overview/5186.
The Power Center for the Performing Arts 
121 N. Fletcher St., Ann Arbor

Jewish Federation of Greater Ann Arbor   
Please join the Hindu Community Relations Council, MI India, the Jewish 
Community Relations Committee of the Jewish Federation of Greater Ann 
Arbor, the Jewish Community Center of Ann Arbor, the Jewish People of 
Color Network, and the Hebrew Day School of Ann Arbor for an event for 
the whole family, sharing and learning together: One Light for Tzedakah, 
Light a Dita and a Candle for Justice: A Chanukah and Diwali Event 
on December 10 at 5:30 p.m. at the JCC of Ann Arbor. Enjoy a night of 
food, dancing, and art. A toy drive for Mott Children’s Hospital will be 
held, and guests are encouraged to bring a gift for donation. Register 
at jccannarbor.org, or call (734) 971–0990. 
2939 Birch Hollow Dr., Ann Arbor 
(734) 677–0100 • jewishannarbor.org

NEW CUSTOMER

 DEAL!

Store
Locations

WARNING: USE BY PREGNANT OR BREASTFEEDING WOMEN, OR BY WOMEN PLANNING TO BECOME PREGNANT, MAY RESULT
IN FETAL INJURY, PRETERM BIRTH, LOW BIRTH WEIGHT, OR DEVELOPMENTAL PROBLEMS FOR THE CHILD.

It is illegal to drive a motor vehicle while under the influence of marihuana. National Poison Control Center
1-800-222-1222. For use by registered qualifying patients only. Keep out of reach of children. For use by
individuals 21 years of age or older or registered qualifying patients only. Keep out of reach of children.

all other20%

40%
OFF

OFF products.
*Some exclusions may apply.

Berkley
2222 W 11 Mile Rd.
9am - 10pm Everyday 

Ann Arbor
509 State Cir.
9am - 9pm Everyday

FIND US ONLINE butterworldmibutterworld.com

AND

http://butterworld.com
http://crazywisdom.net
https://holidaysrestaurant.com
https://www.jewishannarbor.org
https://mutotix.umich.edu/overview/5186?queueittoken=e_commencement2023~q_00000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000000~ts_1733245585~ce_true~rt_disabled~h_72f06285ce40e726a270568bf4691a50b7874acf57657e9b064fc358a3a9e32a
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The Kitchen Loft 
The Kitchen Loft is celebrating 3 years in Kerrytown! With a curated 
kitchen collection, they strive to have just what you’re looking for, and 
maybe a few things you didn’t know you needed. Staffed with bright and 
friendly humans, it’s a great place for kitchen gifts, gadgets galore, cooking 
gear, and lovely linens. Many people find comfort in the kitchen as a place 
to create warm memories, and they provide the tools to support those 
shared moments of kitchen creativity and deliciousness! The Kitchen Loft 
in Kerrytown Market & Shops serves everyone from students just outfitting 
their first kitchen away from home, to experienced chefs looking to add 
distinctive pieces to their collections. Stop in for all your gift-giving and 
entertaining needs, including gift cards in any denomination. Join the 
popular KL Rewards Program for added savings!
Located in Kerrytown Market & Shops, second floor, 
407 N. Fifth Ave., Ann Arbor 
(734) 780–7087 • aakitchenloft.com

Kiwanis Club of Ann Arbor Thrift Sale  
Donate and shop this holiday season at the Kiwanis Club of Ann 
Arbor Thrift Sale! The annual Holiday Gifts and Decorations Sale takes 
place every Friday from 9 a.m.–1 p.m. and Saturday 9 a.m.–3 p.m. from 
now–December 21. Browse bargains on holiday gifts, Christmas trees, 
seasonal decorations, household goods, and furniture. The Toy Sale is 
November 29–December 21, and proceeds go toward helping children in 
our community.
100 N. Staebler Rd., Ann Arbor  
(734) 665–0450 • kiwanissale.com

Kiwanis Club of Ann Arbor
Through the sponsorship of Kiwanis Club of Ann Arbor, the Warm the 
Children program provides children with new warm clothing: coats, hats, 
boots, mittens, and other essentials at the start of Michigan’s winter season. 
Each year, school counselors and social workers in Washtenaw County 
refer children in need of warm clothing to this program. Since its founding 
in 1995, the program has served thousands of local children, and your 
generous donation will keep the program running and provide a child with 
warm clothing. 100% of donations go directly towards providing clothing. 
Donate online at a2kiwanis.org/warmthechildren or by mail.
2723 S. State St., ste. 110, Ann Arbor 
(mail-in donations accepted at this location)  
a2kiwanis.org/warmthechildren

http://greenthingsfarm.com
https://abragem.com
http://pennyseats.org
https://aakitchenloft.com
https://kiwanissale.com
http://a2kiwanis.org/warmthechildren/
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Lewis Jewelers    
Looking for the perfect ring, bracelet, or watch this holiday season? Lewis 
Jewelers is a family-owned, full-service jewelry store offering major brands, 
custom design, repairs, and engraving. Shop OMEGA, HEARTS ON FIRE, 
TACORI, and more fine brands. Not sure what jewelry to buy? A Lewis 
Jewelers gift card is something that fits perfectly every time! In-store 
shopping and curbside pickup available. 
300 S. Maple Rd., Ann Arbor 
(734) 994–5111 • lewisjewelers.com

Main Street Area Association
Shop local, shop Main Street Ann Arbor! This holiday season, support 
small businesses in Ann Arbor with Main Street Ann Arbor’s Holiday 
Gift Guide. Featuring unique gifts from local retailers, restaurants, and 
businesses, it’s the perfect way to find something special for everyone on 
your list. From one-of-a-kind art pieces to delicious dining experiences, 
Main Street has it all. Whether you’re searching for cozy winter wear, 
handcrafted jewelry, or local flavors, their guide highlights the best 
of downtown. Shop local, spread joy, and make this holiday season 
unforgettable! 
Visit mainstreetannarbor.org for more.

MilkShake Factory
Locally owned and operated MilkShake Factory is known for its 
premium hand-spun shakes, including equally delicious dairy-free versions, 
created with its signature ice cream made in-house. Founded by a fourth-
generation chocolatier, this dessert destination also serves up handmade 
chocolates, including seasonal items such as peppermint bark. Stop in for a 
holiday treat and grab some gift certificates too. They make great stocking 
stuffers!
326 S. Maple Rd., ste 326, Ann Arbor 
(734) 275–3883 • milkshakefactory.com

We will be closed for shopping and donations Friday, December 27th and Saturday, December 28th

Now - December 21

 Fridays from 9 am - 1 pm and
Saturdays from 9 am - 3 pm

Shop at the Kiwanis Thrift Sale!
Holiday Gifts, Decorations, Tree Sale

November 29 - December 21
Toy Sale

https://kiwanissale.com
https://theencoretheatre.org
https://www.arborteas.com
https://www.lewisjewelers.com
https://mainstreetannarbor.org
http://milkshakefactory.com
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MOVE Wellness  
MOVE Wellness is your local studio for Pilates private sessions and 
Reformer classes. Experienced trainers are ready to help clients of all ages 
and stages get as strong as they want, to live a life they love. EveryBODY 
and every level of experience is welcome at the studio. MOVE partners 
with Trinity Health, Michigan Medicine, and local physicians and physical 
therapists to support clients heal from injury, improve performance, rehab 
from surgery, and manage postural issues safely and efficiently. New client 
specials available!
3780 Jackson Rd., ste. K, Ann Arbor   
(734) 224–2560 • movewellness.com 
office@movewellness.com

O’Connor Hearing Center
This season, make the change to better hearing. O’Connor Hearing 
Center (OHC) is an independent private practice serving the Ann Arbor 
area for over 17 years. They have three Michigan licensed hearing care 
providers, including the owners—Tom O’Connor, M.A.CCC-A, Audiologist, 
and Claudia B. Williams, Licensed Hearing Aid Specialist/Dispenser. 
Catherine Buchele, M.A. CCC-A, is an experienced Audiologist who joined 
the practice in August 2024. You will be greeted by their skilled patient care 
coordinator. Your hearing test is performed in a pressure-free, beautiful 
environment. The office has state-of-the-art testing equipment, and 
counseling space designed for your hearing health decision. The office is 
handicap-accessible and welcoming for all patients, partners, friends, and 
family members. O’Connor Hearing Center is a participating provider with 
Blue Cross Blue Shield, Blue Care Network, and the BCBS/BCN Medicare 
Advantage plans. Major credit cards accepted. Hearing aid prices range 
from $795 to $3,200 each.
203 S. Zeeb Rd., ste. 207, Ann Arbor 
(734) 994–8300 • oconnorhearing.com

BOOK 
SALE

I Spy ... Architecture 
Photo puzzlers from the Ann Arbor Observer, Vol. 1

SALLY BJORK

Fake Ad Book and  
I Spy - Architecture
$10  per book  
+ $5.00 shipping

$20 for two books  
+ $6.00 shipping

Email books@aaobserver.com or save shipping  
and purchase and pick up books at the address below  
at one of the following dates/times:

   • Wednesday December 11th 11am - 4pm 
   • Monday December 16th 11am - 4pm

2390 Winewood Avenue, Ann Arbor MI 48103

By Jay Forstner as seen in the

47 of the Best Fake Ads of All Time  
BOOK

THE

https://standrewsaa.org
https://annarborobserver.com/books/
http://zlc-aa.org
https://www.movewellness.com
https://oconnorhearing.com
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The Penny Seats Theatre Company
The Penny Seats Theatre Company proudly presents The Men of 
Sherwood, by Joseph Zettelmaier, playing at Cahoots in downtown Ann 
Arbor, November 22–December 8. Once, they were Little John, Friar Tuck, 
Alan-a-Dale, and Will Scarlet. Now, they are the last of Robin Hood’s 
merry band, and they think their battles are over. But as they gather to 
remember better days, for one of them, the fight remains. They must face 
what it means to be a legend, and what happens to warriors who outlive 
their wars. NOTE: December 6th special performance at 10 p.m. as part of 
Midnight Madness in Ann Arbor.

Performing at Cahoots: 206 E. Huron St., Ann Arbor 
(734) 926–5346 • info@pennyseats.org  
For tix & info: pennyseats.org

Randazzo Dance    
Randazzo Dance Company presents The Nutcracker: Clara’s Dream. 
Clara’s Dream is a Nutcracker story set in 20th-century America. Clara’s 
family is hosting a Christmas party with a live jazz band, when she is given 
a nutcracker doll as everyone dances the night away. As the magical dolls 
come to life, Clara defends her beloved Nutcracker against the evil Queen 
Mouse. Exhausted, she falls asleep and dreams of an enchanted journey 
through the world of snow and sweets. Tchaikovsky’s score gets a new jazz 
treatment for the party and the fight scenes by arranger Eric Bannitt. With 
a child-friendly running time (45 minutes per half), this production delights 
both young and old! Performances on December 20 at 7 p.m., December 
21 at 3 p.m., and December 22 at 3 p.m. Each performance is held at Lydia 
Mendelssohn Theatre, and includes live music.
Lydia Mendelssohn Theatre: 911 North University Ave., Ann Arbor 
Randazzo Dance Company: 4569 Washtenaw Ave., Ann Arbor 
(734) 477–9350 • randazzodance.com

Renaissance Ann Arbor
Renaissance Ann Arbor was established in 1971 and carries the world’s 
finest gentlemen’s and ladies’ clothing. The original concept stands as true 
today as the day they opened: quality, elegance, and fashion—in that order. 
Whether for men or women, custom created or ready to wear, join the 
family of lifelong clients who have experienced the top-tier service and 
passion for the art of dressing well in your quest to build an exceptional 
wardrobe.
306 S. Main St., Ann Arbor  
(734) 769–8511 • renaissanceannarbor.com

https://aakitchenloft.com
http://pennyseats.org
http://randazzodance.com
http://renaissanceannarbor.com
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Sam Hill
Celebrate with Sam Hill this holiday season, where good people make 
pour choices! Sam Hill offers three separate event spaces, the perfect fit for 
parties big and small. Other offerings include a decadent weekend brunch 
with a custom brunch cocktail menu, classic chicken and waffles, savory 
crab cake Benedict, and more. Happy hour and changing lunch specials are 
available every day of the week. Offering an outdoor space like no other in 
town, their yard is equipped with a full bar and 16-tap draft system built 
into a shipping container, fire pits, cornhole and other lawn games, dog 
stations, a full stage and sound system, food delivered directly to your table, 
and soft-serve ice cream.
5827 Jackson Rd., Ann Arbor  
(887) 325–6439 • samhilla2.com

The Sunday Artisan Market 
The Sunday Artisan Market is celebrating its 33rd season as an 
independent cooperative of artists, artisans, and craftspeople in Ann Arbor! 
Located in the Ann Arbor Farmers Market pavilion in the heart of the 
historic Kerrytown shopping district, the Sunday Artisan Market is a unique 
gathering of local artists coming together every Sunday April–December to 
sell their handcrafted treasures. Browse jewelry, fiber arts, ceramics, leather, 
metal, paintings, soap, furniture, and more. When you shop at The Sunday 
Artisan Market, you make a personal connection with the creator, support 
local artists, and help keep your dollars circulating within the community.
315 Detroit St., Ann Arbor 
(734) 913–9622 • sundayartisanmarket.org

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church joyfully and unconditionally welcomes 
all to celebrate God’s word this holiday season. Steeped in the rich heritage 
of liturgy and music, St. Andrew’s is located in a beautiful historic building 
in downtown Ann Arbor. Holiday services include Lessons and Carols at 4 
p.m. on December 15; Christmas Eve Family Service at 4 p.m. and Choral 
Eucharist mass at 9 p.m.; and Christmas Day Holy Eucharist service at 10 
a.m. No matter where you are on your journey of faith, you are welcome. 
306 N. Division St., Ann Arbor   
(734) 663–0518 • standrewsaa.org

https://sundayartisanmarket.org
https://foundgallery.com
https://mainstreetannarbor.org
https://samhilla2.com
https://sundayartisanmarket.org
https://standrewsaa.org


16   ANN ARBOR OBSERVER  December 2024

 

Trinity Lutheran Church  
You are invited to celebrate the Advent and Christmas season at Trinity 
Lutheran Church! All are welcome to find hope and a home with 
Trinity Lutheran Church during the Sundays of Advent (the weeks before 
Christmas) and Christmas Eve. All services include Holy Communion (open 
to all to receive), and the Christmas Eve services include candlelighting.  

1400 W. Stadium Blvd., Ann Arbor 
(734) 662–4419 • trinitya2.org 
Advent Sunday services: 10 a.m. 
Christmas Eve services: 4 p.m. (family service), 7 p.m., and 9 p.m. 

U-M Gilbert & Sullivan Society    
Premiering a newly reorchestrated score! Come see a lively performance of 
The Sorcerer about a young nobleman who wants to ensure his fiancée’s  
eternal love by having her take a love potion. To prove its effectiveness, 
he arranges with a sorcerer to administer the potion to an entire village. 
Naturally, hilarity ensues. UMGASS was founded in 1947, and is the oldest 
student-run society nationwide dedicated to performing Gilbert & Sullivan 
operettas. UMGASS performs a Gilbert & Sullivan show twice a year with a 
full orchestra.  
Thursday–Sunday, December 5–8 
Tickets: muto.umich.edu 
The Lydia Mendelssohn Theatre 
911 North University, Ann Arbor 
(734) 647–8436 • umgass.org  

Through the Sponsorship of  
Kiwanis Club of Ann Arbor Foundation,

You Can Also Help…

WAYS TO DONATE:
• Online:  www.a2kiwanis.org/WarmTheChildren
• Mail:   Warm The Children c/o Old National Bank 
 2723 S. State Street, Suite 110 
 Ann Arbor, MI 48104
More information:  mkcstewart61@gmail.com 

BE A SHOPPER…
See the eyes of the children 
light up!

BE A DONOR…
Every dollar donated goes 
directly to the purchase of 
warm winter clothing for 
children of need.

 
 
 
 

 

Is a local non-profit sponsored by Kiwanis Club of 
Ann Arbor Foundation that annually provides new 
winter clothing for children.  
We ask for your donation to support this vital 
program for children in Washtenaw County.  
100% of your donation goes directly to 
providing clothing.

November 20 -December 28, 2024
Opening reception & Midnight Madness
During Kerrytown Kindlefest Friday
December 6, 2024 5pm-10 pm

G
all

ery Artists and Guests
        SHOWSHOW

WSGWSG
HOLIDAY
HOLIDAY

SHOWSHOW

annual

WSG  GALLERY
111 East Ann Street                       Ann Arbor MI 48104
(734) 929-2621                              www.wsg-art.com

Hours:
Wednesday, Saturday 10am - 5pm 
Thursday, Sunday 12pm - 5pm
Friday 12pm - 7pm
Special hours Friday December 6th:
open 12pm - 10pm

L ocated in the heart of downtown 
Ann Arbor for over 53 years, 
Renaissance Clothing, offers a curated selection 
of contemporary and classic clothing, shoes, and 
accessories from designers in the United States, 
Canada and Europe.  

A dditionally, our made-to-measure 
custom clothing line is designed to offer a 
truly personalized experience. 

W ith hundreds of fabrics to choose from, 
we ensure each piece fits perfectly 
and reflects our client's unique style. Our 
custom offerings allow clients to create 
wardrobe essentials with a level of quality 
and individuality that only custom 
craftsmanship can provide. 

We help every client feel confident,
distinctive and well-dressed.

  

306 South Main Street • Ann Arbor

734-769-8511
www.renaissanceannarbor.com

http://a2kiwanis.org/warmthechildren/
https://www.wsg-art.com
http://renaissanceannarbor.com
https://www.trinitya2.org
https://www.umgass.org
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The West End Grill
The West End Grill is Ann Arbor’s crown jewel of fine dining. The 
West End Grill is Ann Arbor’s special occasion dinner destination, where 
you will experience fine dining and unmatched elegance. The West 
End’s imaginative menu reflects the restaurant’s straddling of traditional 
American- and Asian-influenced culinary worlds. Located in downtown 
Ann Arbor, private parties and specialty menus are available to provide a 
unique and intimate dining experience. Exclusive use of the restaurant and 
their next-level service add a special touch that will elevate your wedding, 
birthday, business function, or holiday party. The West End Grill turns 30 
in 2025! Celebrate your 30-something birthday at the West End Grill and 
receive your age as a percentage off your personal meal.

120 W. Liberty St., Ann Arbor 
(734) 747–6260 • westendgrillannarbor.com

Westminster Presbyterian Church
Westminster Presbyterian Church is an active and vibrant church 
whose core values are love, compassion, service, inclusion, earth-care, and 
connection. All are welcome to join in the joyful worship this holiday 
season, with Christmas Eve service at 7 p.m., and January 5 Choir Cantata  
at 11 a.m. 

1500 Scio Church Rd., Ann Arbor 
(734) 761–9320 • westpresa2.org

WSG   
Join WSG Gallery at their annual Holiday Show November 20–December 
28. Each year, WSG transforms their gallery into an exciting art-filled gift 
market full of original art from local artists. Offerings include paintings, 
jewelry, ceramics, sculpture, fibers, small books, cards, and more. Stop 
by WSG’s Gala Holiday Party at 5 p.m. during Midnight Madness and 
Kerrytown KindleFest—reception is free and welcome to all!

111 E. Ann St., Ann Arbor 
(734) 929–2621 • wsg-art.com  

Zion Lutheran Church    
All are welcome to celebrate this Christmas season at Zion Lutheran 
Church! Holiday services include the Zion Chancel Choir Oratorio on 
December 8 at 9 a.m., Children’s Christmas Program December 15 at 11:11 
a.m., Christmas Eve services at 10 a.m., 2 p.m., 7 p.m., and 9 p.m., with a 
music interlude at 6 p.m., and Christmas Day service at 10 a.m. Zion seeks 
to boldly practice the way of Jesus.  Zion Lutheran Church affirms and 
welcomes all.

1501 W. Liberty St., Ann Arbor 
(734) 994–4455 • zlc-aa.org

We SHIP!We SHIP!

Locally owned since 1975
16HandsAnnArbor.com • 734.761.1110

407 N. 5th Ave. (upstairs in the Kerrytown Market building)

Share the Joy of Handmade  
with meaningful gifts from 16 Hands.   

You will also be supporting a local business that promotes sustainability,  
social equity, Fair Trade and American makers & artists. 

See our website for a sampling of our jewelry, fashion accessories,  
holiday and home decor, creative kits and supplies, greeting cards  

& home gardening goods. Stop by Kerrytown, call or  
email 16HandsInfo@gmail.com for personal assistance.

Celebrate with us at Celebrate with us at 
Midnight MadnessMidnight Madness

at least at least 20% 20% off  off  
storewidestorewide

(with a few exceptions)(with a few exceptions)

Friday, December 6, Friday, December 6, 
10am - 11pm10am - 11pm

https://holidaysrestaurant.com
https://www.16handsannarbor.com
https://jccannarbor.org
http://westendgrillannarbor.com
http://westpresa2.org
https://www.wsg-art.com
http://zlc-aa.org
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Thank you!
We would like to express our sincere appreciation to readers,  

advertisers, contributors, business colleagues, family and friends
for reading and supporting the Observer throughout the year. 

We are grateful.

Best wishes for a joyful holiday season!
Patricia M. Garcia, John Hilton

and the Observer staff

https://annarborobserver.com

